Foundry Town Survivors – Artist Biography
There’s a rare chemistry that comes from lifelong friendship—and in the case of Foundry Town Survivors, it’s the heartbeat of the music. Originally from Ann Arbor, Michigan, songwriters and multi-instrumentalists Mark Tomorsky (now based in Las Vegas) and Tommy Johnsmiller (based in Ypsilanti, MI) channel the grit, soul, and perspective of their Midwestern blue-collar roots through two distinct but deeply connected voices. Together, they excel at short-form storytelling—painting vivid scenes, setting hooks, and breaking hearts with songs that feel lived-in and honest.

At first listen, what stands out is the purity of their craft. Foundry Town Survivors are unapologetic about their sound, proudly rooted in what they describe as Neo Classic Rock—music that feels timeless rather than retro. Their songs echo the golden age without imitation, landing like a forgotten album pulled from someone’s collection that somehow still hits every mark.

Musically, the band’s sound is anchored by a classic rock foundation infused with blues, rock, Americana, and occasional flashes of psychedelia and jazz. Between them, Tomorsky and Johnsmiller play electric and acoustic guitars, bass, piano, B3 organ, mandolin, lap steel, banjo, and more—allowing their arrangements to breathe and evolve naturally. They shift from tender to ferocious, giving soaring guitars and expressive instrumentation the freedom to explore, while their straight-ahead vocals and harmonies keep everything grounded and human.

Their influences run deep and wide—drawing inspiration from local bands playing the Grande Ballroom in nearby Detroit, albums by The Animals, The Who, The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, Jeff Beck, alongside blues, country, jazz, and even the narrative weight of Stephen King and the soulful sophistication of Horace Silver. That blend of muscle and imagination defines their songwriting: emotionally direct, story-driven, and built to last.

Collectively, the members of Foundry Town Survivors have performed on some of the world’s most notable stages, including the 1980 Olympics, Montreux Jazz Festival, Carnegie Hall,  The Detroit Jazz Festival, and have toured extensively throughout the United States and parts of Europe, sharing bills or collaborating with artists such as Little Richard, Mark Lindsay, The Grass Roots, Flo & Eddie, The Byrds, Spencer Davis, Weather Report, Patti Smith, Billy Preston, Ramsey Lewis, and others.

What truly sets Foundry Town Survivors apart is simple: they’re OG. Not retro. Not revivalists. Just the real thing—artists who lived this music the first time around and are still pushing it forward with conviction and imagination.

Foundry Town Survivors continue to release several videos each year and are currently planning a full-length album, reaffirming their commitment to songwriting, musicianship, and the enduring power of a great rock record.

